
 

 

 
 
Democratic Services Section    
Chief Executive’s Department 
Belfast City Council 
City Hall 
Belfast  
BT1 5GS 
 
 
4 March 2013 
 
 
 
MEETING OF TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

Dear Alderman/Councillor, 

 

The above-named Committee will meet in the Lavery Room (Room G05), City Hall on 

Thursday, 7th March, 2013 at 4.30 pm, for the transaction of the business noted below. 

 

You are requested to attend. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
PETER McNANEY 
 
Chief Executive 
 
 
 
AGENDA: 
 
1. Routine Matters   
 
 (a) Apologies   

 
 (b) Minutes   

 
 (c) Declarations of Interest   

 
2. Routine Correspondence   
 
3. Request for Deputations   
 
4. Reports and Correspondence   
 
 (a) University of Ulster - Major Planning Application  (Pages 3 - 6) 

 
 (b) Northern Ireland Housing Council  (Pages 7 - 12) 

 

 
 

Document Pack



 
- 2 - 

 

 
 
 
 
 
5. New Applications  (Pages 13 - 34) 
 
6. Deferred items still under consideration  (Pages 35 - 40) 
 
7. Streamlined Planning Applications - Decisions Issued  (Pages 41 - 48) 
 
8. Reconsidered Items  (Pages 49 - 52) 
 
9. Schedule of Applications  (Pages 53 - 66) 
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Belfast City Council 

 
 

Report to Town Planning Committee 
 
Subject: Northern Ireland Housing Conference 
 
Date:  7 March 2013 
 
Reporting Officer: Mrs P Scarborough, ext 6003 
 
Contact Officer: Mrs P Scarborough, ext 6003 
 

 
 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 

 
Notification has been received regarding a Northern Ireland Housing Conference 
entitled “Facing an uncertain future” which will take place in Grosvenor House, 
Glengall Street, Belfast on Thursday 21 March 2013 from 9.00 am until 1.30 pm. 
 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The next few years will be a time of great change for Northern Ireland’s housing 
sector.  In October 2012, the Minister for Social Development launched a 
consultation on Northern Ireland’s first housing strategy, Facing the Future.  The 
Strategy is about delivering a programme for the next five years to get Northern 
Ireland building, working and living in housing that best meets their needs, is 
affordable and makes best use of the budgets and assets we have at our 
disposal.  
 
In January 2013, it was announced that the Northern Ireland Housing Executive 
may be dismantled in a major restructuring move, with up to 90,000 homes being 
transferred to local housing associations.  The 2013 conference will focus on key 
themes and the challenges that will lie ahead for the sector.  Welfare reform and 
its consequences on the housing sector locally will be a major discussion theme 
at this year’s event.  Also examined will be the issue of financing and funding and 
the social housing sector which continues to represent a major challenge in light 
of ever-reducing budgets.  The conference will take a wide-ranging and strategic 
look at the sector, with the aim of identifying innovative solutions to meet these 
challenges. 
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2.3 Speakers at the event include Heather Cousins, the Deputy Secretary, 
Resources and Social Policy Group in the Department for Social Development; 
Jim Dennison, Head of Operations at the Chartered Institute of Housing in 
Northern Ireland; Kevin Dodd, Chief Executive of Wakefield and District Housing; 
Paddy Gray, Professor of Housing at the Built Environment Research Institute at 
the University of Ulster; Donald Hoodless, Circle 33 Housing Trust and Notting 
Hill Housing Trust; John McLean, Chief Executive of the Fold Housing 
Association; James Tickell, consultant, Cameron Watt, Chief Executive of the 
Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations; and John-George Willis, 
Solicitor (Tughans). 
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
3.1 

 
Attendance at the event will be £175 + VAT per person. 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Implications 

  
None 
 

 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 

 
It is recommended that the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman and one Member 
from each of the Party Groups not represented in the aforementioned, or their 
nominees, be authorised to attend the event. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
Petra Scarborough to carry out the Committee’s decision. 
 

 

7 Key to Abbreviations 

 
None 
 

 

8 Documents Attached 

 
Appendix 1: Conference brochure. 
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Facing an uncertain future
The next few years will be a time of great change for Northern Ireland’s housing sector.  In October 2012, Minister for Social Development Nelson McCausland

launched a consultation on Northern Ireland’s first housing strategy, Facing the Future.  The strategy is about delivering a programme for the next five years to

get Northern Ireland building, working and living in housing that best meets their needs, is affordable and makes best use of the budgets and assets we have at

our disposal.  The five key themes of the strategy are:

� Ensuring access to decent, affordable, sustainable homes

� Meeting housing needs and supporting the most vulnerable

� Housing and welfare reform

� Driving regeneration and sustaining communities through housing

� Getting the structures right

A changing sector
Already in January 2013, it has been announced that the Northern Ireland Housing Executive may be dismantled in a major restructuring move, with up to 90,000

homes being transferred to local housing associations.  The 2013 conference will focus on the key themes above and the challenges that will lie ahead for the

sector.  Welfare reform, and its consequences on the housing sector locally will be a major discussion theme at this year’s event.  Also examined will be the issue

of financing and funding the social housing sector which continues to represent a major challenge in light of ever-reducing budgets.  The issue of affordability

also remains an important priority – although house prices are falling, difficulties still remain in terms of accessing mortgages.  The conference will take a wide-

ranging and strategic look at the sector, with the aim of identifying innovative solutions to meet these challenges.

Speaker panel Donald Hoodless OBE is a former Chief Executive of Circle 33 Housing
Trust and Notting Hill Housing Trust and former Chair of the Royal National
Orthopaedic Hospital and Skills for Care. He was also on the Board of the
Housing Corporation and chaired the G15, an informal group of the 15 largest
housing associations in London.  He has also had roles at the Post Office, the
Greater London Council and Islington LBC and as an economist.

John McLean was appointed Chief Executive of Fold Housing Association in
June 2005.  Fold manages over 5,400 homes across Northern Ireland. In
addition 27,000 homes avail of Fold’s Telecare and Telehealth services.  The
association employs 800 staff and has a turnover of £33m.  John was
previously employed as Commercial Director with NIE, the Tyco Group and the
Rotary Group.

James Tickell has been a consultant and Director of Campbell Tickell since
2004, one of the UK’s leading providers of consultancy and recruitment
services to the housing sector.  During this period, he has carried out a wide
range of assignments, focusing on governance, mergers and groups,
performance improvement, communications and strategy.  Previously, James
was the Deputy Chief Executive of the National Housing Federation, a position
he held for 10 years.

Cameron Watt is the Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Federation of
Housing Associations (NIFHA).  Previously he led a policy team at the National
Housing Federation, the voice of affordable housing in England. Cameron also
worked in the Renewing One Nation team at Conservative Central Office,
helped Iain Duncan Smith establish the Centre for Social Justice, and as its
Deputy Director contributed significantly to its award-winning publication
Breakthrough Britain.

John-George Willis was admitted as a Solicitor in 1984 following a Bachelor
of Laws degree at Queen's University, Belfast. He joined Tughans in 1987 and
became a Partner five years later. Today he leads the Corporate Department,
bringing to it an extensive knowledge of mergers and acquisitions and
management buy-outs. John-George and the team at Tughans have been
involved in a number of housing association corporate transactions including
two recent mergers.

Heather Cousins was appointed to the post of Deputy Secretary,
Resources and Social Policy Group in the Department for Social
Development in May 2011. Prior to that Heather was Director of Housing
from 2007 to 2011 and Director of Finance in the Social Security Agency
from 2003 to 2007. Heather is a qualified member of CIPFA (the
Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy) with over 20 years
of post qualification financial management experience. As head of
Resources and Social Policy Group (RSPG), her responsibilities include
NI Child Maintenance Service; Financial Management; Human Resources;
Housing and Social Security Policy and Legislation.

Jim Dennison is the Head of Operations at the Chartered Institute of
Housing in Northern Ireland. His key responsibilities are to lead and
manage CIH’s learning and development function in NI, to develop and
promote CIH’s membership offer and to have operational lead
responsibility for the Institute’s work in the Republic of Ireland. Previous to
this role, Jim held the post of Director of European Programmes at the
Northern Ireland Community Relations Council.

Kevin Dodd is Chief Executive of Wakefield and District Housing (WDH),
a highly acclaimed regeneration and enterprise organisation. He has been
in housing for over 25 years and is by profession a Town and Country
Planner. Kevin is passionate about the impact that excellent housing
services can make to people’s lives. His goal is to ensure that future
generations will benefit from housing organisations offering innovation,
choice and opportunity.

Paddy Gray is Professor of Housing at the Built Environment Research
Institute at the University of Ulster. He is a regular media commentator and
international contributor to conferences, books and articles on housing
related issues. He was previously President of the Chartered Institute of
Housing (CIH) and was the first housing professional from Ireland to take
up this post, as well as the first academic.
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Programme

Exhibition opportunities

There are a limited number of excellent opportunities to

exhibit at the conference. The exhibition area is outside the

main conference room where delegates will assemble and

mingle for coffee breaks etc throughout the day. The

attendance at the conference includes many senior policy-

makers and decision-takers, so the opportunity to make an

impression is clear. For further information contact Sarah-

Jane Robinson on 028 9261 9933.

Panel discussion
As part of the event there will be a focused panel discussion

covering key issues for the future of the housing sector,

including:

• Doing more with less going forward

• Increasing the provision of affordable housing

• Coping with increased regulation in the housing sector

• Dealing with anti-social behaviour

• Effective community consultation

• Capturing planning gain

• The impact of welfare reform on housing

• Shared housing in Northern Ireland

0900 Chairman’s welcome & introduction:
Jim Dennison, Head of Operations
Chartered Institute of Housing in Northern Ireland

Housing: Facing the future in uncertain times
Heather Cousins, Deputy Secretary
Department for Social Development

The future shape of housing in Northern Ireland
Donald Hoodless, Chairman, Northern Ireland 
Housing Executive

Investing in social and affordable housing in 
Northern Ireland
Paddy Gray, Professor of Housing
University of Ulster

Meeting housing need in Northern Ireland: 
Implications of welfare reform
Cameron Watt, Chief Executive, Northern Ireland 
Federation of Housing Associations

The legal framework around the future of housing
John-George Willis, Head of Corporate, Tughans

Questions & answers / Panel discussion

1100 Morning coffee / networking break

1120 VISITING SPEAKER
Meeting housing needs in turbulent
economic times
Kevin Dodd, Chief Executive, Wakefield & District 
Housing Association

Delivering care services as part of the housing 
needs solution
John McLean, Chief Executive
Fold Housing Association

The challenges of financing and funding for 
housing associations
James Tickell, Director, Campbell Tickell

Moving towards a model of shared housing in 
Northern Ireland
Tony Kennedy, Chairman, Ulidia Housing 
Association

DISCUSSION PANEL:

Meeting housing needs of the future

Jim Dennison, Head of Operations
Chartered Institute of Housing in Northern Ireland

Ian Elliott, Chief Executive, Oaklee Housing 
Association

Ricky Rowledge, Director, Council for the 
Homeless Northern Ireland

1330 Chairman’s summary and conference close followed
by networking lunch 
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Delegate details

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr): __________________________________

Job title: ___________________________________________________

Organisation: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

_________________________   Postcode: ________________________

Telephone: _________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________

Reserve places at the Housing Conference

Delegate fee £175 + VAT @ 20% = £210

CIH members discounted rate: £150 + VAT @ 20% = £180

NIFHA members discounted rate: £150 + VAT @ 20% = £180

Payment options

I enclose a cheque for £___________
Payable to ‘bmf Business Services’

Please invoice me

Please debit my Visa / Mastercard

Card number

Name of card holder  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Signature  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Expiry date  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Security code  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
(Please provide card billing address if different from company address)

I wish to:

Cancellations / substitutions
For those unable to attend, a substitute delegate may be sent at any

time for no additional charge.  Alternatively a refund will be given

for cancellations received in writing, by fax or email, up to 14 days

prior to the conference, less an administration charge of 25%.

Regrettably no refunds can be made after that date.

How to register

By email

registration@agendaNi.com

Online

www.agendaNi.com/events

By fax
+44 (0)28 9261 9951

By telephone
+44 (0)28 9261 9933

Acknowledgement of registration
Confirmation of registration will be sent to all
delegates.  Joining instructions will be sent out
following receipt of registration details.  If you have
not received your acknowledgement seven days prior
to the start of the conference, please contact Cathy
Glenn at cathy.glenn@agendani.com to confirm your
booking.

Who should attend?
The conference will be of interest to all stakeholders with an

interest in aspects of housing, funding and management

including senior managers in the public, private and third

sectors in Northern Ireland. The conference will be of

particular interest to:

• Professionals in housing policy and delivery;

• Government departments and agencies;

• Those providing benefits advice;

• Housing associations;

• Policy / public affairs advisors;

• The construction industry;

• Project funders;

• Legal advisors;

• Housing and planning consultants;

• The community / voluntary sector / NGOs;

• Local elected representatives.

Benefits of attending
Delegates attending the conference will:

� Discuss the implications of welfare reform in

Northern Ireland

� Receive a briefing on what is happening in the

housing market

� Hear about innovative solutions being applied

elsewhere

� Look at the future of housing finance

Qr Code
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Town Planning Committee 
 

Thursday 7 March 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
List of planning applications received by the 

Divisional Planning Manager 
for the period from 12 February until 25 February 

2013 
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[Deferred by Councillors Kingston, Patterson and Spence 17.1.13]
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[Deferred by Councillor McNamee 4.10.12]

[Deferred by Councillor Mullan 17.1.13]
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[Deferred by Alderman Rodgers and Councillors Hussey, A Newton
and Spence 7.2.13]
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Schedule 

of 

Applications 
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